
Hazelnut Market Study
 a brief overview

Hart & Associates
(to be completed by March-end)

Todd Leuty, Forestry / Orchards
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
Guelph, Ontario
Todd.leuty@ontario.ca



Develop a detailed market and industry profile of the hazelnut 
marketplace in Ontario and Canada:

- sizing of market
- import and domestic production values
- pricing
- packaging

Identify how BC and Oregon are supporting their industries

Identify opportunities for Ontario hazelnut growers

- market channels
- pricing
- product characteristics

Objective of this study



e.g.  Market channel:  one small shop in Toronto

• roasts raw imported hazelnuts ‘out in back’
• sells approximately 20,000 pounds per year to local customers
• equivalent to 8 to 10 acres of hazelnut orchards
• says he will buy local hazelnuts if available and priced right
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1.  Conducted statistical review of international and Canadian        
trade data

2. Interviewed
- Ontario Hazelnut growers
- suppliers
- associations in Ontario, BC and Oregon

3. Interviewed
- major grocery chains
- importers, distributors
- independent retailers 
- food processors
-

Review of tasks



World Production of Hazelnuts



The Size of the Canadian Hazelnut Market 

Very little domestic production in Ontario or BC

Total imports
Shelled $137 million
In-Shell $11.8 million

Total $149 million for  5,879 tonnes

Imports from Turkey $133.8 million
Imports from U.S.   $13.6 million

Very little export from Canada (re-export processing)



Imports into Canada : in-shell

     Most in-shell product imported into Canada comes from Oregon



Imports into Canada -  
shelled 

- 97% of imports come  
from Turkey



U.S. Imports by state into Canada



Pricing
World Producer/Wholesale Price for Hazelnuts 

       

$1.23

20162010

$1.10$0.49

2006



Hazelnut Industry Structure

Foreign Producer

Foreign Wholesaler

Importer to Canada

Distributor

     Retailer

Food processors 

$1.60 / lb.

$2.50 - $4.50 / lb.

$4.50 - $7.00  / lb.

$8.00 - $27.00 / lb.



Top ten importers

• Confectionary (Ontario)
• All Gold (Ontario)
• Bassie Buts (Quebec)
• Bulk Barn (Ontario)
• Compass Foods (Ontario)
• Golden Boy (Ontario and BC)
• John Vince (Ontario)
• Prosperity Foods (Ontario)
• Shah Trading (Ontario)
• Tootsi Impex (Quebec)
• Trophy Foods (Ontario)

Hazelnut distributors  
(no import)

• All Gold (Ontario)
• North American Impex - 

Toronto
• Royal Nuts - Toronto
• Gordon Food Service

Hazelnut retailers

• Sobeys, Metro, Loblaws, 
Costco, Walmart

• Specialized retailers – 
Bulk Barn, small health and 

natural food stores 



Retail packaging format for hazelnuts in Ontario market 

Mostly sold as raw, shelled in small plastic packages 

- 100, 200, 250 and 300 gram

- Very little is flaked/sliced

- Very little is sold in shell

- Very little is organic

Only Bulk Barn sells in bulk

Costco sells the largest packages –almost a kg

Found only one retailer that sold roasted hazelnuts
(Independent / Loblaws) 



Retail packaging and pricing

 Costco                               Metro                      Independent (Loblaws)  Zehrs (Loblaws)
$15.79 for 908kg          $4.49 for 100kg $12.49 for 250kg $5.99 for 100kg

Price per lb.     
     $7.90 $20.41                  $23.25      $27.23

Bulk Barn $3.48 / 100kg  

$15.82 / lb.

Bulk



Ontario has a significant opportunity for 
domestic production!



Electric fencing
- squirrels
- racoons



Ontario hazelnuts – second year – soybean intercrop

Norfolk 
County

Agronomy + Horticulture combinations



Intercropping in modern orchard industries

• temporary

• opportunistic

• efficient

• intensive

• more profitable
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario



New orchard plus lettuce plus pumpkin alleycrops
Harvest lettuce early-June

By September

Tree nuts = food allergens



sweet cherries and pumpkins
peaches and lettuce

tender fruit and PYO strawberrieshazelnuts and grain



Years 1 - 4

Years 5 - 
15

Niagara, Ontario

sweet peas
green beans



Ground cover management:  grazing livestock  
(plus mowing, spot herbicide)

Commercial orchards - food

Managed plantations
- wood products

Microbial   
contamination in 
tree nuts - E. coli

Food safety risk:



End – thank you
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